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Scripture often reveals the identity and work of the individuals it describes by enumerating specific titles for these persons. This is particularly true when it comes to Jesus. Among the most important titles for our Lord is Christ.  Biblically speaking, the title Christ means “anointed one,” and it has a three-fold significance in Scripture.

Under the old covenant, men who were set apart to fulfill one of three specific offices were anointed with oil to signify their ordination to that role. First, the priests who offered sacrifices and interceded with God on behalf of the Israelites were anointed with oil (Ex. 30:30; Ps. 133:2). Second, the kings who led God’s people in battle against their foes and ruled according to the Mosaic law were also anointed with oil (1 Sam. 10:1; 16:13). Finally, the prophets were anointed with oil when they were chosen to deliver the Word of God to the people (1 Kings 19:16).

The connection between the anointing given to old covenant prophets, priests, and kings and the meaning of the title Christ as “anointed one” illustrates Jesus’ threefold office as Prophet, Priest, and King.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The New Testament often describes Jesus in terms of these offices.  As the incarnate Word of God, Jesus is far better than any prophet who came before Him because He is the fullest revelation of God to humanity (John 1:1–18).  Jesus is the perfect sacrifice for sin, making His priestly work effectual for salvation (Heb. 10:1–18).  He is also the Lord of glory — the divine King of creation and ultimate expression of what kingly rule should be (1 Cor. 2:8).  Taken together, the three offices of Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King are the key to the purpose of the incarnation. 

For each item below, list which office is described by Jesus’ role.  

	Prophet, Priest or King?
	
	Jesus Role

	

	1.
	Revealer of the truth of God

	

	2.
	Savior and Mediator

	

	3.
	Reign over Israel and the entire earth

	

	4.
	Spokesman for God

	

	5.
	His role now in Heaven

	

	6.
	Similar role as Melchizedek

	

	7.
	Mediator for us

	

	8.
	Lord of Lords

	

	9.
	Offered Gifts and Sacrifices to God on behalf of man

	

	10.
	“Forthteller” of God’s word




Thought Question:  Does Jesus still perform these functions today?  Explain your answer.  


