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'For the LIFE of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul', Lev. 17. 11.
This statement, coming immediately after the regulations concerning the Levitical offerings, is one of the most important in the Old Testament. It contains four outstanding words: Life, Blood (twice), Altar, and Atonement (twice). Blood in the healthy body means life. Blood poured out results in death. The altar is the place of sacrifice. It is the shed blood that makes atonement for the soul. Atonement means 'to cover'. This is the basic objective of the Old Testament sacrificial system.

1. Where is “life“ found? Gen. 9:4, Lev. 17:11, Deut. 12:23                        
What do you think this means?  




2. What was used to seal the covenant between God and Israel? 




Blood was given for atonement.
3. What is ATONEMENT?





4. What were the old covenant restrictions concerning blood?  Deut. 12:26-28  Gen. 9:4




5. Did the above restriction ever change?  Explain. 





Sacrificial blood is mentioned 18 times in the book of Exodus, 6 of which are in relation to the Passover and 4 of which are in relation to the blood covenant made with Israel at Mount Sinai in chapter 24. Moses built an altar and offered upon it burnt and peace offerings. Half of the blood was sprinkled on the altar and the rest upon the people, after they had committed themselves to do and obey the law written in the book. In Leviticus atoning blood occurs about 60 times in relation to the sacrifices, the consecration of the priesthood, and the ritual of the Day of Atonement. Numbers of verbs are used relating to the application of the blood including i) poured out, at the altar (5 times); ii) sprinkled, (12 times); iii) wrung out (twice); iv) offered (once); v) presented (twice). All of these and other procedures in the use of atoning blood are carefully regulated. As an example, we read 'And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar', Lev. 4. 34.

Thought Question:  When did Blood Sacrifices end?  
